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Professor A.J. Arberry of Cambridge

The maktab has been defined as “a primary school often attached to a
mosque, the chief business of which is to instruct boys (and girls) in those
portions of the Koran which a Mohammedan is expected to know by heart
in order to perform his devotions and other religious functions.
Sometimes instruction in reading, writing and simple arithmetic was also
included in the curriculum.”
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